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182  Abstracts

Mental Autonomy and Mental Causation

Bo-Suk Yoon

Materialistic theories of mind have been criticized on the ground that they
can't preserve the autonomy of the mental. But, to accept some form of non-
materialistic or non-reductive account of the mental does not solve all the
problems. It is argued that the problem of mental causation plagues various
forms of non-reductive theory. The dilemma is that if we try to save mental
autonomy, mental causation becomes mysterious; we can solve the problem of
mental causation, but, only at the cost of losing the autonomy of the mental.
I do three things in this paper. First, I discuss a recent paper of Prof. Kim
Kwang Su for the purpose of introducing and clarifying the issue. Second, I
describe and compare three criticisms made against the representational theory
of mind. Finally, I pursue the third criticism further in order to develop a

satisfactory way out of the dilemma.

[Subject] Philosophy of Mind
[Key Words] Mental Causation, Autonomy, Computation, Anti-Reductionism,
Kwang-Su Kim



